
CITY OF COTTONWOOD FALLS COUNCIL MINUTES 

April 20, 2026 

The regular meeting of the City of Cottonwood Falls was called to order at 6:01 pm in the Municipal Meeting 

Room. * Meeting started late due to the work session meeting about the dog ordinances with Jacob Welsh, Strong City and 

Chase County. 

Those present at the meeting were Mayor Buddy Sisson, Council Members: Ryan Spinden, Nick Rogers, and Grant 

Edwards. Scott Gumfory, Utilities Supervisor, and Tina Andrews, City Clerk. 

Greg Campbell and Mike Hasting were absent. 

Agenda Approval: Nick Rogers motioned to approve the agenda, seconded by Ryan Spinden, passed unanimously. 

Previous Minutes Approval: Nick Rogers motioned to approve prior minutes, seconded by Ryan Spinden, passed 
unanimously. 

Guests: Lisa Vega, Aaron Doty, and Ray McGeorge 
Lisa Vega asked the City Council if they would again be sponsors their Hot Dog Feed for the Strong City Rodeo. 
The sponsorship will include ads on the radio, banners, and flyers. Grant Edwards motioned to sponsor the Hot Dog Feed, 

seconded by Nick Rogers, motion carried. Lisa thanked the council. Scott asked if a dumpster would be needed at the hot 
dog feed where they are setting up, Lisa liked the idea. Scott will oversee this service. 

Aaron Doty, Superintendent USD 284, talked about the garage that was donated to them by the Symphony. 

They are needing to put two -14 foot garage doors on the east side of the building. USO 284 will need to add an approach 
to the new garage doors so they will be able to utilize the building. The concern is the drainage and the culvert on the 

street; the new driveway would interfere with this area. He explained the concrete work that would be required for the 

driveway. The council and Scott agreed that the driveway should not be a problem. Mayor Sisson suggested having 

someone to draw up a plan to have the design approved by the council. 
Aaron talked about the need for two new No Parking signs on Friend Street between State & Cherry Street that would not 
allow any parking on this street between the hours of 3 -4 pm. Aaron will reach out to Sheriff Welsh to see where the best 

area to post the signs and enforce them, he will meet with the bus supervisor, and the person who oversees the safety for 
the crosswalks before the final decision is made and will inform the council about this. He also talked about the upcoming 
football season if fireworks would still be all right to shoot off during the games. The fireworks would be after the national 
anthem, when the home team football players run onto the field, and after the Bulldogs score a touchdown. The council 
did not see a problem with this. No extra fireworks would be allowed, except for evaluating the fireworks. Nick Rogers 

motioned that fireworks could be used after the Bulldogs scored touchdown(s), before the game when the Bulldogs 
football team runs on the field, and after the national anthem. Ryan Spinden seconded the motion, passed unanimously. 

The council talked with Aaron about the drainage and the rain run-off from at the school and if a fuser could be added to 

the drainpipe. He would investigate it. 

Ray McGeorge talked about the 250th America Anniversary /  4th of July event, he would like to have everything on Friday, July 
3rd• for all the events. He wants to invite other municipalities and townships to participate, like Diamond Creek & Middle 

Creek with their antiques and horses. He would like to reach out to Annie Wilson and the Emma Chase Friday Night Music
Group to perform at Swope Park instead of downtown, since the 3rd is the first Friday of the month. He believes a Steering
Committee needs to be formed to get things done in a timely manner. He asked the City Council to help recruit people and
post information on Face book to get people interested. Some ideas he had were to invite a high school student, veteran,
schoolteacher, business owner, 4-H member, and/or fair member, to be a representative on the Steering Committee. He
hopes that other community members participate in other organizations such as Horse Clubs, Antique Car Club, Cruising
Club, Chase County offices, and members from the other communities in the area. He would like the council to nominate
a member of the community to be on the Steering Committee. Tina will email all the council members as a reminder.






